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Appointed in 2009 by President Obama, Sonia Sotomayor is the first Hispanic associate jus-
tice on the U.S. Supreme Court. Some notable cases in which she was part of the majority deci-
sion include Arizona v. United States and National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius. 
The issue before the court in the Arizona case was whether an Arizona statute appropriated the 
federal government’s authority to regulate immigration laws and enforcement. The Supreme 
Court struck down much of the Arizona statute but allowed the ability of law enforcement to 
investigate a person’s immigration status. The National Federation case is more widely known as 
the Obamacare case. In this ruling, the Supreme Court upheld much of Obamacare.

As with women, the appointment of people of color and a variety of ethnicities as judges 
can improve the quality of justice through better understanding of the diverse populations 
served.

COURT ADMINISTRATION 
AND MANAGEMENT

Courts are busy places and employ court administrators to manage scheduling for over-
loaded dockets. Cases move through the court system in different ways, following different 
paths. The initial involvement of the court may begin at the moment a search or arrest 
warrant is requested by the police and issued by a judge. After arrest, suspects are brought 
before a judge for an initial appearance. Defendants are informed of charges, considered 
for release on bail, and given legal representation when needed. In a misdemeanor case the 
defendant may plead guilty to the charge and be sentenced immediately. Felony offenders are 
not allowed to plead at this stage and will enter into plea bargain agreements or go to trial.

Technology and the Judiciary
Technology is ubiquitous, including in the judiciary. Though used in varying degrees at 

the state and federal levels, technology improves the efficiency, effectiveness, and timeliness 
of the court system. Some common technologies used to improve the judiciary are electronic 
filings, electronic documents, online dockets, electronic evidence, and electronic case man-
agement systems. These systems allow courts to maintain case documents in electronic form 
and allow the filing of case documents (such as pleadings, motions, and petitions) to be done 
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Figure 7.5  n  Federal Judges and Gender, 1998–2009

Source: United States Courts.

Note: Most recent data available.


